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PREFACE 




In May, 1954, Part I of ''The Educational Program of the 
Communist Party, U3A, " was published dealing entirely with so-called 
"Communist Front" schools operated by the P 2 irty for Communist Party 
members and non-members. 

Part II, the present section, discusses the organizational 
apparatus, teaching methods, and general courses of study through which 
the Communist Party, USA, provides instruction for its members only. 

This monograph is compiled from both public and confidential 
sources. The public sources will be found at the bottom of the pages on 
which they appear. The confidential sources are being retained by this 

Bureau. 






SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

SUMMARY 


The Communist Party, USA, during its early years 
established a well-organized educational apparatus extending from a 
national through a local level which has continuously functioned for the 
benefit of Party members and Communist sympathizers. Up to 1947, 
’’inner- Party'’ schools or those for Communist Party members only 
operated aboveground or openly. Since 1948, however, due to repressive 
legislation and adverse judicial decisions, the Party has been forced to 
conduct its educational activities largely on an under groimd basis with 
open schools functioning whenever conditions permit. 

In view of the rigid security provisions resulting from this 
development, the holding of schools of any size or of more than local or 
state -wide coverage has been considerably curtailed. 

At the present time, emphasis has been placed upon the Party’s 
self-study program supplemented by attendance at Party schools, when 
held, and ’’educationals” conducted during regular Party meetings. 
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CONCLUSIONS 


1 


Historically, the Communist Party, USA, has operated 


an extensive educational apparatus from a national throu^ a local 


level with each subdivision being under the charge of an educational 


director. 


2 


Due to repressive legislation against the Communist Party 


in this country, its educational apparatus has been considerably hampered. 


resulting in the curtailment of open schools for ’’inner- Party 


ft 


members only 


3. 


Training schools and classes are now held imder extreme 


security provisions and both students and instructors are selected with 


the utmost care. 


4. 


The primary objective in training schools today is to turn 


out people of leadership calibre to replace those individuals who have gone 


underground or have been arrested imder the provisions of the Smith Act 


5. Of the three tjrpes of Communist education 


schools, 


ft 


educationals, ” and self-study courses, self-study is regarded as the 


most important, the other two being auxiliary to it. 


6 . 


The Communist Party at the present time is experiencing 


a dearth of well-trained, experienced mstructors for its educational 


apparatus and has been attempting to expand teacher -training classes to 


alleviate this situation 


/ 
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7. Outlines and discussion guides are utilized by the 


Communist Party to conduct organized study by Communist Party members 


whether in schools, "educationals, ” or the self-study program. 


8. Text material used by Party members includes the Communist 


classics of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin and literature prepared by 


American and non-American Communist authors. For the past year the 


Communist Party, USA, has been concentrating on the study of the History 


of the Communist Party of the United States by William Z. Foster. 
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EDUCATIONAL APPARATUS OF COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 




A 


Role of Communist Education as a Whole 


The role of Communist education viewed as a whole appears 


to be divided into two main parts 


"inner 


party" education and 




s 


education 


These are not separate but intimately connected 


In 1950, in 


a section of an outline regarding Communist Party education, it is stated 


"Just as the whole outlook of the party is a mass 
outlook, our attitude toward education must be a 
mass outlook. We. study Marxism, organize classes, 
schools, etc. , not for academic reasons, but in 
order that we can more effectively conduct a mass 
ideological struggle to win the working class and 
the people to a scientific understanding of what 
is t^ing place, and on the basis of this under- 
standing move masses of people into action, " 


The forms of 


"inner -party" education were outlined as 


follows: 


( 1 } 

(2) 

(3) 

(4: 

(s; 

( 6 ) 

(7; 


The club meeting 
Groups 

The press 

Grcuxi classes 

Special schools or classes 

Self-study 

Full-time schools 


The forms of mass education were outlined as follows 


( 1 ; 

(2' 

o: 

(4) 

(5; 

(6; 

(7; 


The press 

Mass meetings 

Literature 

Forums and debates 

Leaflets 

Street and shopgate meetings 
Visual aids such as film strips 
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The outline concluded by stating: 


I . ' 


**Our Party is a different kind of a political 

party than any other. It is guided by and based on 
a science. We want to give this scientific under- 
standing, on all questions, to our own members, and 
to the workers and the people in order to draw masses 
of people into activity. The objective of our education 
is to make people see things as they are, as they exist, 
who and what is responsible for these things, and to 
convince masses of people to struggle to change them 
in their own interests. . . . 


**To do this it is necessary to use popular 
language, forms, ar: methods, but it must not water 
down our scientific concept. First the science must 
be master edjthen the popular forms and methods of 
getting it across worked out. ” 


In connection with the organizational apparatus and functioning 


of the educational system of the Communist Party, USA, it must be stressed 


that the preceding is historically correct and adhered to whenever possible. 


However, the entire activity of the Communist Party in this country in 


the recent past has been considerably restricted and hampered. Since 


1948, as a consequence of repressive legislation, prosecution of Communist 


leaders and adverse judicial decisions, the open or public activities of the 


Commiinist Party, USA, have been severely restricted, forcing it to 


function to a large extent through its underground apparatus and its numerous 


front organizations. Whenever conditions permit. Communist Party 



education is conducted on an aboveground level. Extreme security pro 



used regardless of the level of its activity 
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B. National Education Department 


The National Education Department, operating within the 


framework of the organizational apparatus of the Communist Party, USA, 


as one of its various departments or commissions, has control over 


the educational program of the Commvinist Party from the national through 


the local levels 


Under its jurisdiction and supervision are the Party's 


manifold activities relating to education, agitation and propaganda 


Among 


its more important activities ore arranging and conducting day, evening, 


summer, extension and correspondence schools for Party members; 


teachers' training schools; leadership schools; specialized schools for 


workers, Negroes, nationality groups, et cetera; organizing and conducting 


conferences, seminars, and new members' classes; and the preparation 


of study outlines, guides, lessons, mimeographed textbooks, pamphlets 


and bulletins. Research development and dissemination of Marxist- Leninist 


theory and philosophy are also performed by this department. 


% % 


In addition, the National Education Department exercises 




great influence over Communist Front schools, such as the Jefferson 



School of Social Science in New York City and the California Labor School 


in San Francisco 


The top position of the Department carries the title of National 


Educational Director, held at the present time by Betty Gannett, Betty 


Gannett was one of the New York Communist leaders convicted on January 21, 
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1953, for conspiring to violate the Smith Act. 


She is now serving a two 


year prison term after the Supreme Court refused to review the case on 


January 10, 1955. After many years of activity in Communist Party affairs. 


Gannett obtained her present position as educational director in May, 1950. 


C. District Educational Apparatus 


Next in importance to the National Education Department is 


the district or regional educational system under the immediate control of 


a district educational director. 


Each district organization has its own 


officers and, if a district covers more than one state, there is a state 


officer responsible for educational activities within the state 


The Communist 


organizational apparatus is further divided into coimty, city, regional. 


sectional and club organizations, plus the formation of groups within the 


clubs. 


Each of these units has its own educational leader who, in turn, is 


subject to the control of the educational director of the next hipest level. 


■> X 


D. 


Role of Educational Director 


% 

The role of the educational director of the Commimist Party, 



whether on a national, district or local level, is highly important in the 


educational apparatus of the Party 


To him belongs the responsibility 


for the proper functioning of the Department’s major objectives 


If 


Inner 


Party” education, i. e„ , education of Party members, and a program 


for mass agitation and propaganda 
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An outline circulated in the Communist Party, USA, gave 


this resume of the duties and responsibilities of the educational director 


1 . 


He is responsible for the planning and organization of 


** inner “Party** 


education and mass agitation and propaganda. 


and for utilizing these operations in connection with 
present-day issues. 


(a) 


(b) 


He initiates and proposes educational plans subject 
to the approval of his executive committee. 


After adoption of these plans, he organizes their 
execution. 


(c) 


He must be alert to current issues, closely 
following the Daily Worker * and The Worker. ♦♦ 


2 . 


His responsibility for the education of the membership 
includes: 


(a) 


The planning of educational programs which will 
instruct members as to Party policies and tasks 
and result in increased activity on their part. 
These educationals should: 


(b) 


(c) 


(1) Make 




e of current Party material, such 


as Political Affairs, 


(2) Include occasional programs on key 

theoretical questions of interest to the 
particular group. 


\ 


C' 


1 ' 


(3) Provide varied methods in presenting 


\ 




programs, such as reports and discussions, 
panels, speakers, et cetera. 


Guaranteeing participation of members in formal 
education, such as schools and classes. 


Encouraging self-study by members through working 
with the liter at\ire director, knowledge of the 
special needs and interests of individuals, and 
consultation with them on their self-study programs. 


*The Daily Worker is an east coast Communist newspaper. 

*^ The Worker is the Sunday edition of the Daily Worker . 

♦♦ ♦Politi cal Affairs was characterized as the theoretical organ of the Comm\inist 

Party, USA, lay Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, a member of the National Committee 
of the Communist Party, USA, in testimony at her Smith Act trial on 


October 20, 1952. 
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(d) 


Working with the chairman to guarantee attendance 
of new members at their classes and checking on their 
reading. 


3 . 


His responsibility toward mass or public education includes 


(a) 


Participation in planning and issuing leaflets 
and/or regular bulletins. 


(b) 


Working with the membership director in the 
organization of special classes or similar 
gatherings with non-Party contacts aimed at 
recruiting. 


(C) 


Working with the literature director in planning 
and carrying through the mass sale of literature 


4 . 


The work of the educational director is not on a weekly basis, 
but should be based on a long-range basis. 


• I 
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. ORGANIZED METHODS OF COMMUNIST EDUCATION 


A. Training Schools 


1 . National 


The Communist Party, USA, has organized numerous training 


schools throughout the country for its members on national, district 


; 


state, and local levels. Its students are carefully selected with respect 


not only to previous Communist Party e^erience but also to the particular 


position they occupy in their community. Schools have been held for new 


members, advanced members, cadres, teachers’ training, trade-union 


members, women, Negroes, youth, industrial section organizers, industrial 


branch organizers, full-time trade-union functionaries, branch and section 






leadership, professional workers, nationality groups, et cetera. 




I 
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« • 

In 1928, the Workers (Communist) Party of America, predecessor 


to the Communist Party, USA, held a three- month, national, day training 


school in order to train new district organizers and other leading district 


officials 


Every Party district was required to send its one outstanding 


member capable of further development. The work was of both a theoretical 


and practical nature 


In addition to attendance at classes, each student 


was routed to meetings of various kinds according to his special interests 


and the particular direction that training would take. 


The best Party 


instructors at the Workers School (now known as the Jefferson School of 


n 

I 
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Social Science) were selected and these teachers were not permitted to under 


take any activity which would interfere with their teaching duties. Among the 


courses offered were **Marxism-Leninismp 


tt ft 


History of the United States and 


American Political Problems, ” ’’Theory and Practice of Trade Unionism and 


Special Trade Union Problems, 


ft ft 


Party Organization, 


ff ff 


Marxian Economics, 


ft 


and ’’Public Speaking 


ff 


Each district was expected to provide round-trip fare for its 


respective student plus, where possible, an additional sum toward his main 


tenance. The national office made an effort to supplement the e3q)enses of the 


student with the sum of ten dollars per week where necessary. 


These arrange 


ments meant a budget for the Workers School of approximately five thousand 


dollars. Donations from comrades and sympathizers were urgently requested 


Questionnaires were sent to all districts for completion and were submitted to 


the National Agitprop and Organization Department for final selections. 


Pro 


spective students were selected on the basis of their Communist Party activity 


and previous schooling 


Every point was stretched in favor of the active com 


rades without extensive theoretical preparation as against theoretically prepared 


members who did not have the requisite amount of activity nor the requisite 




* 


e^q^erience. 


V V 

* i 

•'f 


It is of interest to note that this school was reportedly organized 






s of the Communist International for the purpose of training 


agitators to engage in active propaganda work for the Workers (Communist) 


8 






Party of America throughout the United States and other American 
countries. It allegedly planned to train approximately 100 agitators during 
the course of the first year. 

When one compares this school in 1928 with a more recent 
national training school in 1946, many of the same requirements are noted. 
After the ouster of Earl Browder from the leadership of the Communist 
Party, USA, and the period of so-called Browder ’’revisionism, ” the 
first training school on a national basis was conducted at Camp Beacon, 
located sixty miles north of New York City, for a ten-week period beginning 
February 4, 1946. Student selection was from those Party members who 
were veterans, Negroes, full-time Party functionaries or people whom the 
Party intended to make full-time functionaries. They were required to 
have had a minimum of three years in the Party and to be under thirty-five 
years of age in all but most exceptional instances. All expenses were borne 
by the National Committee of the Commiinist Party, USA, with the exception 
of round-trip fare to the school. Approximately forty individuals attended 
from all sections of the country. Instructors included highrranking members 
of the Party such as Jacob Mindel, George Siskind, Jack Stachel, Betty - 
Gannett, William Z. Foster and Alexander Trachtenberg. Classes, 
lectures and conferences were held on American history, political economy, 
sources of Marxism, early American Socialist and Communist movements, 

the national question, dialectical and historical materialism, the U. S. S. R. , 

- 9 - 




i 

% 


the Negro question, the woman question, trade -unions, strategy and 
tactics, party finances, the struggle for peace, and others. 



The particular pxirposes of this school were to develop new 
Party leaders and to eliminate all traces of revisionism remaining from 
the Browder era. The Communist Party itself, in evaluating the success 
of the school, reflected that for the most part tendencies toward revisionism 
were eradicated. However, it criticized the selection of students on the 
grounds that some possessed anti-Party tendencies, were theoretically 
unprepared, were physically unfit, and had not been thoroughly investigated 
by their particular district. Other criticisms included an overcrowded 
curriculum with insufficient attention paid to individual students. The 
report suggested that a pool of two hundred candidates be created for 
future students at the national training schools. A resolution of the 


student body made at the end of the school also pointed out that self- 
evaluation reports made by each student on the last day contributed to the 


understanding of the student body as a whole. This resolution concluded: 


"Our ten weeks in school^ has armed us for 
the struggle against revisionism. It has instilled 
in us an appreciation of the unity of theory and 
practice. It has brought a profound realization 
of the importance of building the Party as a key 
to all the problems which face our class and nation 
in this period. 



"As we return to our districts, we pledge to 
the National Committee our Communist determination 
to justify the honor and meet the responsibility 
placed upon us as students of the National Training 
School. " 
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The last known national training school of the Communist 
Party, USA, on a country- wide basis was scheduled on a three -month 
basis in New York City from October 1, through December 21, 1947. 




4 


# 


This school was limited to state Party leaders selected with the greatest 


care who could be expected to become better qualified to carry on their 


work in the future as a result of this training. Among the general categories 


controlling the selection of prospective students were the following: 


II 



\ 


( 2 ) 


Newly promoted functionaries on a state level 
who had not previously attended advanced schools 


Communist Party members from the older corps of 
leading functionaries who had not studied for some 
time. 


( 3 ) 


(4) 


(5) 


Leading Party members who could be placed at the 
disposal of the National Committee for assignment 
to new districts. 


Outstan^ng individuals in the cultural field. 


Educational directors and Party teachers on a 
state or county level not previously provided 
with systematic theoretical training. 


Upon receipt of the list of prospective students at the national 


headquarters of the Party, the Organization and Education Department 


and the National Review Commission considered those named inasmuch 


as no candidate could be accepted without approval of the National Office. 


Approximately one month prior to the convening of this 


national training school, the National Education Department issued certain 


directives pertaining thereto: 


11 
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The National Committee would take responsibility for 


(a) Housing^ 

Food, 

(c) Books and materials for the students . 


(2) The Districts would be responsible for 


(a) Fare to and from New York, 

(b) Petty cash expenses of students while at school. 


(3) The Districts should arrange physical 

examinations for students before their 
departure. No candidate with infectious 
disease or serious ailment should be sent 
to school under any circumstances. 

(4) The Districts should maintain regular 

correspondence to keep students informed 
on important developments within the 
District. 

(5) The Districts should make certain that 

students make satisfactory family, job 
and union arrangements for the three - 
months’ leave. They should be guaranteed 
peace of mind for intensive study during 
the school term. 

(6) Students should report to the national 

office of the Communist Party, USA, 
without baggage, one da 3 J^ before the 
school begins. 



Approximately forty students attended this school from all 



sections of the country. Instructors included such high officials of the 


Communist Party as Eugene Dennis, Betty Gannett, Alexander Bittelman, 


John Williamson, John Gates, and Henry Winston. The school was 

conducted on the premises of the Jefferson School of Social Science 
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which is located in downtown New York City. 


Among the topics and subjects 


studied were the agrarian question, the Communist Party, dialectical and 


historical materialism, imperialism, Marxism and art, culture, literature 


and science, the national question, origin and development of Marxism in the 


United States, Party organization. Party leadership and Party clubs. 


strategy and tactics. Trotskyism, and a course on how to study. 


Although this school was supposed to continue through the twenty 


first of December, 1947, it was discontinued about the middle of November 


for security reasons. 
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Another school of this type was held in Los Angeles during 
March, 1951, for about ten days. It described itself as a school for 
Mexican cadres and had for its purpose the study of Marxism-Leninism 
in connection with the ^liberation** of Mexicans, Negroes and Puerto 
Ricans. For security reasons the school was divided into two sections, 
both meeting at different times and in different locations each day. A 
commission of seven persons was established to control the policies of the 
school and to settle any grievances that mi^t arise. The instructor was 
a national functionary of the Party who had been active in the instruction 
of Marxism-Leninism for a number of years. 

The Communist **classics, ** The History of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union, and American works such as The Twili^t of 


World Capitalism by William Z. Foster, the National Resolution of the 


Communist Party, USA, adopted at the National Convention, uecember, 1950, 


and issues of Political Affairs, were used as a basis for discussion. 


The 


last session of the school was devoted to an evaluation of the school plus 


a 



amount of self-criticism. 




2. District, State and County 


% 

\- 




Communist Party schools held on a district, state and county 


level are conducted on lines similar to the national training school with 


the following exceptions: 


( 1 ) 


Not of as long duration, generally lasting 


from three days to two or three weeks 
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( 2 ) 


Students selected for the most part from 
county or section functionaries depending 
upon the particular purpose of the school. 


A typical example was a state leadership and training school 


held in Cleveland, Ohio, for approximately two weeks during April, 1947 


It was designed to instruct sixteen students in basic Marxist theory who 


in turn would become part of the state leadership and pass this information on 


to the other Party members throughout the state. Instructors were Party 


leaders drawn from the State of Ohio. Classes were scheduled during the 


day from ten in the morning until four -thirty in the afternoon with a one 


and one -half hour recess and one night session. Each student was required 


to pay two dollars and fifty cents which went toward the payment of rental 


of the hall and for pamphlets during the school. 


Among the textbooks 


used were the various works of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, plus 


Political Affairs and a pamphlet The Communist Position on the Negro 


Question. 
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In the Summer of 1952, a Marxist school was held in a southern 


state under the leadership of the district chairman. Approximately twelve 


individuals were present, including students and faculty. The students 


were divided into three groups for study and discussion. Assignments for 


reading were made, discussions organized, and announcements made in 


advance concerning the political problems to be studied. The textbooks 


included the Marxist classics and material written by American Communists. 


From various reports and discussions of the groups, the following conclusions. 


along with others, were reached: (1) the Communist Party must always 


come first; (2) theory should be studied and applied to all aspects of 


daily life; (3) seK-study and group studies must be utilized in order to V 



"develop an understanding of the relationship betw^een theory and practice 




16 






9 




'■ ■■■ 
.t.- 


The November, 1953, issue of Party Voice, a bulletin 


published by the New York State Communist Party, reflects that a cadre 


training school had been held a short time before in Queens Coimty, New 


York State, for the purpose of solving the problem of cadres in that area 


in the future. 


The class was organized with emphasis on discipline regarding 


attendance, punctuality, assignments, study, et cetera. A political director 


was assigned to the school to guarantee the carrying through of assignments and 


continuity, and to participate in the class itself. 


Particular importance 




i 


was placed upon industrial concentration, stressing the need to move into 


the shops. 


In the final evaluation of this school, the consensus was that the 


curriculum was too involved and that too much ground had been covered. As 


a result of this criticism, it was decided that classes in basic Marxism must 


be a prerequisite for students in all cadre training schools, and regional 


schools should concern themselves with the policy of the Party. 


According to this article one ^comrade” expressed herself in 


the following manner: 


ft 9 


I was a party member before. 


I feel I have taken 


steps toward becoming a Communist now. ^ ” 


!? 



3. 


Security and Operation 


p. 
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Schools have varied in length, lasting from two days to three 
or more weeks, and in the number in attendance, ranging from four to 
thirty or more students and instructors. The curriculum and texts used 
in these schools depend, of course, on the purpose of the particxilar school. 

At the present time the Communist Party is in dire need of cadres- -top-level 
Party officials and functionaries— both for active leadership in Party 

activities and to act as instructors in future schools. Therefore, much of 
their instruction is related to this purpose, with special emphasis being 
placed upon groimding the prospective cadre in Marxist theory and the inter- 
relation of theory and practice. The current Party line is pointed out on 
present-day issues. 

In the Fall of 1952, a two-week Party school was held in a 
Rocky Mountain state. The purpose of this school, which consisted mostly 
of section organizers, was to train future leaders of the Party and to that 

end the following subjects were studied: dialectical and historical materialism, 

* 

political economy, imperialism, the national question, the Negro question, 
the Mexican question, state and revolution, socialism, and the Communist 
Party. Textbooks used as reading material for these courses were: 


History of the Communist Party of the United States 
by William Z. Foster; 

History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (B) 
by the Communist Party of the Soviet Union; 

Value, Price and Profit by Karl Marx; 

Wage -Labour and Capital by Karl Marx; 
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Socialism, Utopian and Scientific by Frederick Engels; 
Foundations of Leninism by Joseph Stalin; 

The T wilight of World Capitalism by William Z. Foster; 
Marxism and the National Question by Joseph Stalin; 


Political Affairs. 


A school similar in content was held in a western state during 


December, 1952. It was originally scheduled for a two-week period but 


was shortened through the use of night classes, making the class period 


from ten to twelve hours per day. About twelve individuals attended. 


The 


subject matter discussed included dialectical and historical materialism, 


political economy, the farm question, imperialism, the national and colonial 


question, the Negro problem, and the Mexican- American problem, state 


and revolution, strategy and tactics, the youth question, and Party security. 


Texts used as reading assignments in conjunction with this study were: 


History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (B) 


by the Commurdst Party of the Soviet Union; 

Value, Pri ce and Profit by Karl Marx; 

The Woman Question by Frederick Engels; 

Wage -Labour and Capital by Karl Marx; 

The Teachings of Karl Marx by V. I. Lenin; 

Socialism, Utopian and Scientific by Frederick Engels; 


Imperialism by V. I. Lenin; 

Foundations of Leninism by Joseph Stalin; 

Mar xism and the National Question by Joseph Stalin; 
Negro Liberation by Harry Haywood; 

State and R evo lution by V. I. Lenin; 

The UnitecTFronF^ainst Fascism by Georgi Dimitroff; 
The Twilight of World Capitalism by William Z. Foster; 
On Inner Party Struggle by Liu Shao-chi; 

History of the Communist Party of the United States 


by William Z. Foster; 
Political Affairs. 



y 



A self-evaluation was held by the students and instructor half 


way through the school and at the coiryletion of the school 
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Another Communist Party school was held at Camp Tenaya, 
Crestline, California, over the week end of December 5-7, 1952. Camp 
Tenaya was a mountain resort not generally operated during the winter 
months. Due to the icy condition of the road, there was some difficulty 
in reaching the lodge, so no session was held on Friday night. According 
to a statement issued by the House Committee on Un-American Activities, 
this was not an ordinary Party school, but one of great importance, held 
only for Communist Party functionaries and upon the direction of high 
Communist Party officials. The statement further advised that this school 
was one of a series of new schools to be held by the Party for the purpose 
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Marxist- Leninist education is what makes a Ciiib 
meeting a Party Club meeting. . . . Education is 




conducted along either 




e or two lines: either 


round-robin reading and discussion 


a very effective 


method; or^ one comrade gives a report on the assigned 
reading and how it applies to the work of the Club. 

In adopting this latter method ^ comrades are 
required to read the material because the person 
to lead the discussion is not decided upon xmtil 
the time of the Club meeting. ” * 


This article further pointed out that one club had adopted a standard agenda 


to be used at all meetings: (a) education; (b) the Party; (c) mass work. 


A two-hour time limit was set on meetings with each point timed accordingly. 


It should be noted that, at the end of 1948, in connection with security 


measures undertaken by the Party, all clubs were reduced in size to groups 


of four to five with a group captain. 
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(*) Party Voice, December, 1953, p. 18 
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In addition to the "educationals" held as a part of regular 

Party meetings, education is furthered througji the use of seminars and 
study groups held at regular intervals at the homes of various Party 
members. Li one instance, in December, 1953, Party members were 

asked whether or not they were enroUed in Communist schools or classes 
Those not so enrolled were asked if they could enroU in the future. 
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^ r Besides these study circles and seminars^ the Communist 
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Party also provides private instriction in Marxism, in 195&one individual 

•*^ v?SiflM^^^^K 
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received a series of private lectures from a section official. He was 

4 

furnished with an outline to be used in conjunction with the two texts for 


^^^^miCr . ■■ 

the course, viz. , Stalin's Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR, 




... 

and The Theory and Practice of the Communist Party, published by the 



National Education Department of the Communist Party. 



Other discussion groups and Marxist study groups are ^B 



organized by the Communist Party in order that the Party may express ^B 



its views to non>Communists and possibly gain recruits. In 1952, the 



Party established a so-called Marxist school in a large midwestern city. ^B 


^B 

One Communist Party sympathizer who was approached as a prospective ^B 


^B 

member was advised that he was being g^ven an opportunity to learn just ^B 


B^^B 

what Marxism means and should feel hi^y honored to be invited to join |^B 



a club which cautiously screened its members. This school, called by its ^B 







membership, "The League," was divided into clubs and membership was ^B 





strictly confidential. A one dollar per week fee was charged which went 





toward literature and activity promotion by various League units. During ^B 



one of the meetings a discussion was held to the effect that members should ^B 



concentrate upon non-Communist organizations in order to penetrate them 
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In 1951, the Commmiist Party in the New York 
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a plan for organizing study circles which were to be attended by organizational 
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secretaries and section organizers. 


Those individuals who attended the 


study circles were not to attend regional schools. 


Two circles were to be 


set up with a tot^ of five people in each. In addition, two seminars of ten 


sessions each were to be conducted with carefully selected participants. 


s 

study was to be based upon the Communist Party and the Negro question. 
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This approach was also used on several occasions in 1954. In 


April, 1954, an attempt was made in. Chicago to organize a discussion 


group which was to be attended by trade-unionists using prominent Negro 


speakers in order to attract non-Communists. 


Previously a Marxist study 


group was created in the Connecticut area reportedly as the nucleus of a 


branch of the National Negro Labor Council to be organized in this area 


in the future. 


This group was to work independently of the Communist 
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Party but would have the backing of the Party. 


The National Negro Labor 
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Coimcil is an organization cited by 




Attorney General as coming 


within the purview of Executive Order 10450. 
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C. 



While the foregoing methods of acquiring a Marxist 


education 


schools, classes, study circles 




6 regarded as extremely 


helpful by the Communists, independent self-study of Marxism-Leninism 


is considered indispensable. The authoritative Communist theoretical 


organ. Political Affairs, stated in an article by ^^illiam Weinstone* in 1947: 


'^Independent self-study does not exclude 
attending schools and classes. In fact, study 
in schools and classes is extremely helpful in 
acquiring Marxist knowledge and the habit of 
theoretical study. However, it is only possible 
thorou^y to master Marxism by individual 
effort in reading, thinking, and working over 
the material, that one acquires a deep knowledge 
of the science. Students who have gone through 
shorttime training schools would do well to 
read or reread the classics that they studied 
in part before continuing with wider reading. ” ♦♦ 


i 


The Communist Party has issued a thirty-five- page booklet 


entitled A Manual on SeIC-Stu< 


which is divided into four parts: (1) Why 


Study?; (2) Why Self-Study?; (3) How to Self-Study; (4) Self-Study Aid 


to What Is To Be Done by V. I. Lenin. An Appendix contains: (1) Karl 


Marx's Study Methods; (2) How Lenin Studied Marx; (3) How William Z. 


#• \ 


Foster Studies. 




o. 

k w • 


*l^^iam Weinstone, former educational director of the New York State 
Communist Party, is now serving a prison term for conviction under the 
Smith Act of 1940. 


♦♦Political Affairs, November. 1947, p. 1040. 
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on how to study recommended books in the self-study program. The 


Manual suggested that the following books be used by those individuals 
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in an introductory or intermediate stage of study: 
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Ihtroducto: 


Karl Marx and Frederick Engels: Communist Manifesto 
Frederick Engels: Socialism, Utopian and Scientific 
Frederick Engels: Speech at the Graveside of Marx 
John Eaton: Political Economy 
V. I. Lenin: State and Revolution 
V. I. Lenin: The State 

V. I. Lenin: Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism 
Karl Marx: The Ei^teenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte 
Karl Marx: The Civil War in France 
Joseph Stalin: Foundations of Leninism 
Georgi Dimitroff : The United Front Against Fascism 
William Z. Foster: The TwiUgJit of World Capitalism 
William Z. Foster and others: Marxism-Leninism vs. 

Revisionism 

Eugene Dennis: Ideas They Cannot Jail 
Harry Haywood: Negro Liberation 
M. I. Kalinin: On Communist Education 

Philip Foner: History of the Labor Movement in the United States 
Political Affairs 


Intermediate 


For General Material on Marxism and Capitalism 




Frederick Engels: Anti-Duehring 

Frederick Engels: The Origin of the Family, Private Property 

and the State 

Frederick Engels: The Housing Question 

Frederick Engels: The Peasant War in Germany 

Georgi V. Plekhanov: Fundamental Problems of Marxism 
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dll Leninism 


Joseph Stalin: Leninism 


J 





Marxism and 




National Question 


V. L Lenin: 


ivi rn 1 n 


to Be Done? 


V. L Lenin: Left-wing Communism, 




Infantile Disorder 


' V ^ T'j 


Tse-tung: Art and Literature 


V. L Lenin: Collapse of the Seccmd International 
History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union (B) 
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Frederick Engels: Ludwig Feuerbach 

Karl Marx and Frederick Engels: Letters on Historical Materialism 
Georgi V. Plekhanov: The Role of the Individual in History 
Georgi V. Pleldianov: The Materialist Conception of History 
Joseph Stalin: Dialectical and Historical Materialism 


On Political Econom 


Karl Marx: Wage -Labour and Capital 
Karl Marx: Value, Price and Profit 
Karl Marx: Capital, Volume I 


Advanced 


As far as the advanced student is concerned the Manual 


suggests that he can work out his own methods of study. It recommends 


that the Historv of the Communist Par 


of the Soviet Union (B) be used 


as a basis for an extensive study outline interspersed with relevant Party 


dociiments and volumes of Lenin and Stalin. One method is the independent 
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American Communist have a comfirehensive knowledge of the history 


of the working class in the United States. In 





on, they should 
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concentrate upon the study of foreign languages and acquire the habit of 


reading selected fiction to become acquainted with other peoples and 


other lands. 


After the decision is made 


to 


ft 


what to study , 


f’ 
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the Manual 


U ' 


advised each person to make a plan in order to know 


ff 


how to study. 


If 


4 

This plan must consider the following items: 


(1) 


It must be simple. A specific time should 
be selected and adhered to. 


r. 


( 2 ) 


It must be realistic and not too ambitious. 


( 3 ) 


It must be regular and consistent. 


( 4 ) 


The techniques of study must be learned: 


4 


(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 


(e) 


Note taking, 

Underlining key parts in books, 

Writing an outline of main points. 
Observing how others study and adapting 
their methods when serviceable. 

Not becoming too involved in notes 
and methods of study. 


The Manual also points out that, if a particular work is 


not understood, the student should not be discouraged, but should return 


. 

to it at a later date, again and again if necessary, until the meaning is 


ultimately clear. 
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Another outline circulated among Communist Party clubs in 


September, 1954, contained a section on the self-study program for cadres 


It suggested that seven basic Marxist works 


What Is To Be Done by 


V. I. Lenin, Two Tactics by Lenin, Left-Wing Communism by Lenin, 


History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Marxism and the 


« 

4 ^ 


National Question by Joseph Stalin, History of the Communist Party of the 


United States by William Z. 



Mann- -be studi.od for a one -year period with periodic checkups to be made 


every month or so. In addition, the outline recommended that the reading 


of other material such as current Communist books and pamphlets, the 


Party press, and progressive fiction should be encouraged. It was suggested 


that the cadres attempt creative studies such as news stories, book reviews, 


novels, poetry and research for Communist Party publications. 


According 


to the outline, periodic self-evaluations should be held as well as criticism 


by other Party members. 


• \ 


The Communist Party, USA, has always emphasized the need 






for self-study and in the past several years has stressed it very strongly. 


The National Conference of the Communist Party, USA, held during the 
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In order to carry out its educational program, the Communist 


Party, USA, has need for teachers who are thoroughly conversant with 


the Marxist classics, well-trained in Marxist- Leninist theory, completely 


familiar with the program and policies of the Party and capable of transmitting 


this knowledge to those attending Party schools. 


\ 


One Communist definition of good teaching is given as helping 


the students to master the elements of Marxism-Leninism, understand 


the role of the working class and the vanguard role of the Party, and 


fight for the correct line of the Party. Another definition points out that 


Marxist educators cannot let themselves teach knowledge for its own sake. 


but rather to provide students with factual and theoretical information lor 


participation in the 'labor-progressive movement. 
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IV. STUDY OUTLINES AND TEXTBCXDKS 
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r< 
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y.Y^. 


A. Value of Communist Literature 


'• <• 
••f 
• t • 


The Commimist Party, USA, has always considered literature 


one of the most potent methods of furthering its program and has stressed 


it accordingly. Therefore, in addition to the Marxist classics 


the writings 


of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and others 


the Communist Party in this 


country has issued a vast amount of Party literature in a variety of forms 


books, pamphlets, leaflets, throwaways, newspapers, magazines, study 


outlines and guides. 


These are used for the educatlr^n of Communists and 


Communist sympauhizers, and 



a means of attracting and acquainting 


non- Communists with Communist ideology. 


In September 


9 


1952, one District of the Communist Party 


issued instructions to its functionaries to this effect: 


"A Mexican comrade once said that literature is of two types: 
literature that puts people to sleep, and literature that wakes 
them up. How true this is I . . . 


**lf literature, then, is a powerful weapon, we must be 
e:q)erts in using it. Of course, it will not serve us if 
it lies idle on a shelf, nor will it be an effective weapon 


it lies idle on a shelf, nor will it be an effective weapon 
unless we are familiar with the special qualities of a 
particular book or pamphlet, unless we plan how, when and 


where it can best be used 


It is our needs that must decide 


the question of what books, what pamphlets, and how many 
of each we should obtain; the number of forces we have, the 


type of work they 
contacts . 


e engaged in, the extent of our mass 




"But it would not be enough to order what is needed. In ' 
connection with inner -Party writings, we must increase 
our ability to master Marxist- Leninist theory, to learn from 
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each other and to teach each other; in connection with 
our broader publieaiicms, we must increase our ability 
to place in the hands d the masses literature dealing 
with the problems that face them: the war danger, 
economic impoverishment, national oppression, etc. , 
presented in non-technical language. Let us give direction 
to those our writings reach; let us reach more and more 
people with our writings. . . . ** 


/■ 
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B. Outlines 


The principal means of organizing educational classes, study 


groups, schools, and the self-study program, and utilizing party books, 


pamphlets and magazines, has been achieved through the use of study 


outlines or discussion guides. These outlines have been developed by the 


educational apparatus of the Communist Party, USA, from a national level 


down throu^ the local level. They vary considerably in length ranging 


from several pages to thirty or more, and are generally mimeographed in 


character. These outlines or guides are used by the students not o.nly as 


a guide in class discussion but in many cases as an aid to self-study. 


The 


use of certain outlines is restricted to discussion leaders only, and all 


outlines are limited to use within the Communist movement. 


Outlines are presented in various forms, often assuming the 


questiox>-and- answer type, or the reverse, making a statement and asking 


a series of questions regarding it. In any case, each section of the outline 
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is always followed by suggested reading giving specified pages which woidd 


indicate where the answers might be found. Frequently supplementary 
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reading material is suggested widi 




additional bibliograidiy given at the 
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The content or subject matter of the outline varies with the 
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subject to be studied and/or discussed. In connection with the review of 


the results of the National Conference of the Communist Party, USA, held 




during the Summer of 1953, a New York Party section issued 




outline 


entitled 


ft 


Discussion and Class Outline on National Conference, CPUSA, 


Issued October, ' 1953. ** On the cover of the outline it was stated: 


'*This outline is to be used 




an aid in the discussions 


of the National Conference of the Communist Party, USA 
Such discussions are to be held in all clubs, sections and 
other Party bodies . 


*'This outline can also be used 



an aid for those who wish 


to do self-study on the National Conference deliberations. 


^Tt can also be used in classes and schools. 


If 


Everyone using this outline should read the four reports 


contained in two pamphlets 


These reports 




e: ’New 


Opportunities in the Fi 


t for Peace and Democrac 




’The Fi 


t for United Labor Action 


in the Stru 


e for Ne 


o Freedom 


t 


9 I 


The Next Steps 


P ar tv for V ictor 


er Reaction. ’ ” 



This study outline consisted of six topics as follows: 


If 


I. TOPIC : The New Opportunities in the Fight for Peace 


ff 


II 


ff 


III 


TOPIC: The Strug^e Against McCarthyism, Including 

the Defense of Our Party’s Democratic Rights 


TOPIC : Independent Political Action and the Municipal 

and 1954 Congressional Elections 
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TOPIC: United Labor Action in Defense of the Economic 

Interests of the Workers 
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TOPIC : 


The Next Steps in the Strug^e for Negro Freedom 
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TOPIC : 


The Problem of Party Organization and the 
Central Organizational Tasks. ** 
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These topics were followed by related questions with the pages 


in the reading material indicating where the answers could be found. In 


addition to the pamphlets mentioned above, reference w 




made to the 


following reading material: 


tt 


Resolution on the Situation Ghrowing Out of the Presidential 


Elections , 


tf 


Political Affairs, July, 1953, pp. 8-11; 


The Economic Problems of Socialism in the USSR 
by Joseph Stalin; 


History of the Communist P 


of the United States 


y W; 


am Z. Foster, pp 


’’Gear the Party for Its Great Tasks, 
February, 1951; 


tt 


Political Affairs, 


The United Front by George Dimitroff (section on cadres. ) 


During 1953, the Communist Party in California prepared an 


inventory of educational material on hand which could be utilized in connection 


with their educational program. 


The following outlines were listed as being 


available for 




e: 


( 1 ) 


Fundamentals of Marxism, issued by the State 


Committee of 


e 


ommunist Party of California. 


(2) 


Marxist Institute S^ies, issued in Northern and 
Southera C^hTOTnia in Spring and Summer of 1949 






(3) 


New Members Outlines, issued by State Education 
Commission of the Communist Party of California. 
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Outlines for full-tiine schools and classes 


PTn 


the 


Second Imperialist War and present-day tasks. 




Schools, social 


Northern Sottdiem Regional 

forces in American History 1600 to 1860, principles of 
Communism, State Training School outline, State 
Training School outline for workers from concentra- 


tion industries. State School for 



Ml* 


1 


Counties, 


Northern California Student Training School, Out- 
line for Club Leadership Institute, Organizational 


* 


Leadership, and Negro Liberation 
guide. 


self - study 


(5) 


Study aids issued for 
Schools. 




e in California State Training 


( 6 ) 


The Communist Party also indicated that the following 
new material would be available: 


( 1 ) 


Discussions on white <dhauvinism and Negro 
nationalism; 


( 2 ) 


An outline on Zionism: 


(3) 


Outlines on May Day and Cinco De Mayo 


The Communist Party of Wisconsin, in the latter part of 1953, 


w 


using 


a study guide an outline entitled Study Guide on Marxism, 


Leninism and the Ne 


o 


estion. 


This study guide 




designed as a 


guide to self-study and group discussion on the Negro question and listed 


the following six general heading for self-studyr 


(1) 


The Two Aspects of the Negro People’s Movement. 


( 2 ) 


The Nature of the Negro People’s Movement and 
Their Tasks within it. 


V 


y- 


(3) 


(4) 


Ibe South and Our Tasks. 




<9 




The Marxist-Leninist Solution to the Negro 
Question. 
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Ibe Strugc^e of White Chaovlnisin 
Danger. 
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( 6 ) 


The Struggle Against Negro Nationalism. 


The study guide contained a list of suggested readings for the 




members to engage in prior to the group discussion of the problems 


involved. Among 




ese were included the following: 


( 1 ) 


Stalinas Thoug 
Freedom Stru 


t niuminates Problems of Ne 
de by CHARLES?. MANN. 


oes* 


( 2 ) 


** White Chauvinism and Ne 


o Bour 


ois Nationalism** 


by SAhlUEL T. HENDERSON, 


published in Po 


cal 


Affairs 


issues of December, 1952, and J 





(3) 


Marxism and the National Question by JOSEPH STALIN 


(4) 


The Ne 


o People in the Stru 


e for Peace and 


Freedom by DAVIS. 


(5) 


**New Developments in the Ne 


o People’s Movement** 


by PRES 


N, 


FT 


published in Politic 


airs 


issue of February, 1952. 


( 6 ) 


Ne 


o Liberation by HARRY HAYWOOD. 


a) 


''The South 


The Nation’s Problem** by JOHN GATES, as 


published in Political Affairs of September, 1948. 


During the month of July, 1954, Communist Party classes in 


Connecticut were using the following outline: 


( 1 ) 


TOPIC : 


Developing Economic Crisis 


Recommended Readinsr. 


John Eaton, Political Economy 
Karl Marx, Value, Price and Profit 
Karl Marx, Wage -Labour and Capita 
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( 2 ) 


TOKC: 


.i 


Effect of General Crlsia of Capitaliem on tbe 
Developiitt Economic Crisis 


iifi 




Recommended Re 






» ft 


e . » . 


Troster, The 


it of World 




Joseph Stalin, Economic 


T' 


of 





Joseph Stalin, 





. P. S. U. 


(3) 


TOPIC : 


Effect of the Developing Economic Crisis of 
the War Danger and McCarthyism 


Recommended Reading: 


Andrew Stevens, New 

Fia 


rtunities in the 


t for 


eace 


mocrac 


G. Dimitrov, United Front 


(4) 


TOHC: 


What Can We Do to Lessen the Effects of 
Depression and Defeat the War Program. 


Recommended Reading: 


m 


e 




•I’i 


e. 


In addition to these outlines, the Communist Party, USA, has 


utilized Political Affairs on occasions for presenting lengthy ’’Reader's 


Guides” to important documents in the Communist orbit. Tbese 


e 




sued 


to facilitate and guide party members in the study of these works primarily 


9 

in the field of self-study. While the reading material is for the most part 


drawn from the particular book involved, references 




e also included from 


other related Communist works. 


In June, 1953, Polittcal Affairs published a thirty-one-page 
supplement entitled "Reader’s Guide to Stalin* s Economic Problems of 


>. 
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ficvtaHam in U. S. S. R. " Ihe introduction to this guide points out that, in 
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order to familiariise the reader 




certain concepts contained in 




book, 


it 






d special references and has also tried to provide American 


* . *1 


material on these questions, including a sdossary of terms. The guide 




•' 

* 'f 




divides the material into six topics and according to the Introduction a 


minimum of two ni^ts* Study or its equivalent should be devoted to each 


of these topics. Additional time would be required, however, for study 


of the material listed under special topics. 


In order to get a general approach to this material, the guide 


suggested that the reader study three articles: **Stalin*s Method'^ by 


John Swift, Political Affairs, April, 1953; 


ft 


Stalin and American Imperialism 


It 


by William Z. Foster, Political Affairs, February, 1953; "Window on the 


Future” by James S. Allen, 



ses & Mainstream, December, 1952. 


In September, 1953, Political Affairs issued another thirty-one 


page guide, this time on William Z. Foster's Histo 


of the Communist Par 


of the United States. As has been previously pointed out, Foster's Histor 


is regarded as one of the most iicportant subjects of study by Party members 


during the past year and a half. I a this case the outline was divided into 


ei^t topics including additional eferences in order to clarify the material 


It was oriented toward a six-tO' ei^t-month course of study. A similar 


Header's Guide 



published in Political Affairs in March, 1954, on The 



Z. Foster 
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C. TEXTBOOKS 


For the past several years aad at present, the Communist 


s 

Party, USA, has been using certain textboc^ for its educational 


program including the Marxist "classics'* of Marx, Engels, Lenin and 


Stalin, and those books and pamphlets prepared on Communism by American 


4 

and non- American authors. Among those most commonly used are 


Communist Literature of American Origin 


American Imperialism by Victor Perlo (book) 

American Trade Unionism by William Z. Foster (book) 

The American Way to Jobs, Peace, and Democracy (Draft Program of the 

Communist Party, USA. ) TMs program has now been adopted and is 
published in a pamphlet called. The American Way to Jobs, Peace, 

Equal Rights and Democracy (pamphlet) 

The Communist Party and You by Betty Gannett (pamphlet) 

The Communist Trial: An American Cross Roads by George Marion (pamphlet] 

The Constitution of the Communist Party, U. S, A. (pamphlet) 

The History of the Communist Party of the United States by 

William Z. Foster (book) 

McCarthy, the Man & the Ism by Joseph Morton (pamphlet) 

The Nature of Capitalism by Anna Rochester (pamphlet) 

Negro Liberation by Harry Ha3rwood (book) 

The Negro People in American History by William Z. Foster (book) 

Next Steps in the Struggle for Negro Freedom by Hugh Bradley (pamphlet) 

New Opportunities in the Fight for Peace and Democracy by Andrew 

Stevens (pamphlet ) 

Organizing the Party for Victory Over Reaction by Alex Parker (pamphlet) 
Outline Political History of the Americas by William Z. Foster (book) 
Socialism, What's In It For You by A. B. Magil (pamphlet) 

The Southern People' s Common Program for Democracy, Prosperity and 

Peace (pamphlet) 

Stalin's Thought Illuminates Problems of Negro Freedom Struggle by 

Charles P. Mann (pamphlet) 

Steel Labor's Road, published by the Communist Party, USA (pamphlet) 

The Twilight of World Capitalism by William Z. Foster (book) ^ 

Theory and Practice of the Communist Party, Marxist Study Series, C % 


First Course, prepared by the National Education Department , 
Communist I^ty, USA (i^mphlet) 
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The Vohmteers by Steve Nelson (book) 





Is Philosof^iy? by Howard Selsam (book) 


Communist Literature of Forei 


Ori 


Anti-Duehring by Frederick Engels (book) 

Tke Communist Manifesto by Marx and Engels (pamphlet) 

Dialectical and Historical Materialism by Joseph Stalin (book) 

Economic Problems of Socialism in the U. S. S. R. by Joseph Stalin (pamphlet) 
For Peaceful Co- Existence by Joseph Stalin (pamphlet) 

Foundations of Leninism by Joseph Stalin (book) 

History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union by J oseph Stalin (book) 
How To Be A Good Communist by Liu Shao-chi (pamphlet) 

Imperialism: The Hipest Stage of Capitalism by V. I. Lenin (book) 


tl 


Left-Wing” 


Communism, An Infantile Disorder by V. I. Lenin (book) 


Marxism and the National Question by Joseph Stalin (book) 

Marxism and Linguistics by Joseph Stalin (book) 

On Contradiction by Mao Tse -tung (book) 

On Inner Party Struggle by Liu Shao-chi (pamphlet) 

On the Theory of Marxism by Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin (book) 
The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State by 

Frederick Engels (book) 

Political Economy by John Eaton (book) 

The Poverty of Philosophy by KarL Marx (book) 

Report to the Nineteenth Party Congress on the Work of the Central 


Committee of the C. P. S. U. 


(B) by Georgi Malenkov (pamphlet) 


Sin and Science by Dyson Carter (book) 

Socialism, Utopian and Scientific by Frederick Engels (book) 

Joseph Stalin, A Political Biography by the Marx-Engels-Lenin Institute (book) 
State and Revolution by V. I. Lenin (book) 

The Teaching of Karl Marx by V. I. Lenin (book) 

The Two Tactics of Social -Democracy in the Democratic Revolution by 

V. I. Lenin (book) 

The United Front by Georgi Dimitroff (book) 

Value, Price and Profit by Karl Marx (book) 

Wage-Labour and Capital by Karl Marx (book) 

What Is To Be Done ? by V. I. Lenin (book) 


During 1953 and 1954, the Communist Party, USA, has been 


concentrating on a nation-wide scale on the study of William Z. Foster’s 


* 


Histo 


of the Communist P 


of the United States , and the main political 
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decisions and tasks of the Communist Party. 


The latter are contained in 



4 « 

► ' \ 


Ne 


o Freedom by Hu^ Bradley, New 


rtunities in the Fi 


it for 




<T3 


e 


and Democracy by Andrew Stevens, 



Over Reaction by Alex Parker. These pamphlets contain the results of the 


National Conference of the Communist Party, USA, held during the summer of 


1953. Another pamphlet of this nature covers the draft program of the 


Communist Party, USA, entitled The American Way to Jobs, Peace and 


Democracy, which the Party proposed to circulate to the extent of one 


million copies. This draft program was ratified by the National Election 


Conference of the Communist Party held in August, 1954, and is now being 


circulated in a booklet. The American Way to Jobs, Peace, Equal Ri 


ts 


and Democrac 


In addition to these. Party members receive much of their 


instruction throu^ the Party press organs 


Political Affairs. The Worker 


the Dailv Worker. Daily People* s World. Masses & Mainstream, March of 


Labor, Freedom, and others. Another newspaper frequently used is For a 


Lastine: Peace, for A People’s Democrac 


the weekly organ of the Communist 


Information Bureau. 


Political Affairs, in particular, as the monthly theoretical 


organ of the Party, carries reports of Party conferences and conventions, 


and articles containing the Party line on current events. In many cases 


4 .>• 

•r »0 


; 


these articles 




e subsequently reprinted in pamphlet form 
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These publics 


press 


perform many functions 


f 



Party. They (1) propagandise— explain Communist Party ideas 




VT: 






(2) agitate 


create discontent with the present capitalist 


system; (3) organize 


bind people together in groups sdiich work for tee 


Party program ; (4) recruit 


obtain new members for the Party; (5) indoctri 


nate 


indoctrinate Party members and non-Party members with Co mm u ni st 


ideology; (6) politicalize 


arouse the political consciousness of workers; 


(7) guide 


set forth and interpret the Party line on current events; (8) mobilize 


mobilize its members for action. 


The Communist International of November 1, 1933, contained an 


article entitled "Review of the ’Daily Worker," 


USA, 


It 


which reflected 


just how essential the press and literature 



e in Communist activity: 


"In all its work the paper must remember that all 
information must serve for education and organizing 
the masses and the Party itself; for that reason it 
cannot limit itself to giving information, but must 
carry on, on the basis of information, explanatory 
work, a fi^t for the line of the Party; must agitate 
for the Party's slogans, organise the workers, 
pointing out what the workers should do and how they 
should do it in their struggle, in work in the trade 


unions, etc. , bringing' the workers to 


understanding 


of the main questions of the C. Pj^s tactics and the 
main ta sks in the fi^t for the dictatorship of the 

proletariat. " * 


* 


"Review of the Daily Worker’, USA. , 
November 1, 1933, p. 739. 
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Communist International, 
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